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WELCOME BACK
As we start the 2021-22 school year, we find ourselves facing some of the same challenges we dealt with last year. With 
that in mind, it’s important to note that the district’s primary goal remains the health and well-being of our staff members 
and students. This guide provides an overview of the district’s procedures and protocols related to COVID-19. 

While this guide provides answers to the most frequently asked questions, it is not comprehensive. We all know that
situations will arise that we could not foresee – we know that from dealing with COVID-19 during the last year. It’s
important that we all remain flexible and willing to pivot to meet the needs of our students. Events and gatherings could be 
cancelled or schedules might need to be altered – these are just a few of the unknowns that we as a school district could 
face in the coming days, weeks and months.

We will continue to provide updates to our staff members, students, their families and the community as needed. We are 
living in uncertain times but there is one thing that remains a constant and that is everyone’s commitment to our students.
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Our Guiding Principles
1.

2.

3.

4.

We will work to provide the best possible learning experiences for all TPS 
students through on-site instruction and, if necessary, online channels. As 
always, our goal is to encourage student growth and foster achievement. 

The last several months have placed unusual strains on many students and 
their families. As we return to classes, we will stay sensitive to the social and 
emotional needs of our students. We will provide teachers with additional 
training to help them recognize signs of related trauma and identify 
students who may need additional support.

We are committed to protecting the health of each member of the TPS 
community. We will follow the policies and protocols of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Ohio Department of Education, 
and the Toledo-Lucas County Health Department. All of our decisions will be 
based on data from those official bodies. 

We will work to provide clear, complete communication in a timely manner 
during the initial return to classes and as necessary in future weeks and 
months. We will use a variety of channels to deliver information, including, but 
not limited to, these:

• The Toledo Public Schools website (TPS.org) 
• The TPS Facebook page (Facebook.com/TPSProud)
• The TPS Twitter page (Twitter.com/TPSProud)

District Mission: Toledo Public 
Schools’ mission is to produce 
competitive college and career-ready 
graduates through a rigorous 
curriculum across all grade levels 
by implementing Ohio’s new learning 
standards with fidelity.

District Vision: Toledo Public 
Schools strives to be an ‘A-rated’ 
school district whose graduates are 
college and career ready.

Core Commitments:
•  Student-Centered

•  Accountability-Based Management

• Building Stronger Relationships

• Technology Oriented

• Rigorous Curriculum

• Develop a Culture of High 
 Expectations



#TPSPROUD

COVID-19 Vaccinations
Toledo Public Schools encourages and supports vaccination of all eligible 
students and staff. 

Vaccines are an effective strategy in keeping our students and staff 
healthy and safe.

TPS will hold ongoing vaccine clinics to support vaccine access in all of 
our neighborhoods.

Students and Staff have ongoing access to vaccines at:
Toledo-Lucas County Health Department https://lucascountyhealth.com/covidvaccine
Health Partners of Western Ohio-School Based Health Centers
Rogers HS Rams Health Center 419-442-7702
Scott HS Bulldog Health Center 419-442-7701
Waite HS Health Center 567-204-3056
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Face Coverings
Why am I being asked to wear a face covering?

Face coverings have been shown to be one of the powerful tools in slowing 
the spread of COVID-19. Along with social distancing and hand hygiene, 
face coverings minimize the distribution of respiratory droplets from 
coughing, sneezing and talking that cause COVID-19.

PreK -12
Students: Students will be required to wear masks inside the school and 
when riding a school bus including for events, field trips, etc. Masks are 
optional outside at recess, or when participating in outdoor activities.
Staff: All staff will be required to wear a mask while inside buildings.

Transportation PreK - 12
Students will be required to wear masks when riding a school bus for events, 
field trips, etc. 

Athletics
Masks are to be worn by spectators and TPS personnel at indoor athletic 
events.

Masks are to be worn by athletes during participation in indoor athletic 
practices/games unless they are actively participating (i.e. on the floor 
during volleyball or basketball).

Masks are optional for all outside events for BOTH spectators and athletes.

Masks will be required for all athletes and coaches on the bus to and from 
athletic contests.

Recess 
Masks are optional outside at recess, or when participating in outdoor 
activities.
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Temperature Monitoring
We are asking all parents and guardians to complete a basic health check of their
children prior to their leaving for school each day. That includes a daily 
temperature check.
 
If a child’s temperature is 100º or above, the child must remain isolated at home for 
10 days or until a health care provider gives written permission to return to school. 
 
If your family does not have a thermometer, please contact the school for assistance.
 
If a daily in-school temperature check becomes necessary for all students, we will notify
parents, guardians and the community at large.
 
We will use a touchless, infrared thermometer. Students with temperatures of 100º 
or above would be sent home. The parent or guardian will be notified and expected to 
arrange for student pick-up. The child would then need to stay home for 10 days or until a 
health care provider gave a written documentation that the child was free to 
return to school.
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Maintenance and Operations
The health and safety of our students, staff and families remains
our top priority.
 
These are the primary efforts we’ll be making to keep the TPS community safe: 

• Cleaning and disinfecting according to CDC guidelines with nightly disinfecting of 
 high touch surfaces

• Rearranging classrooms, cafeterias and other spaces where people gather to keep 
 people as far apart as possible

• Reminding students and staff about the importance of social distancing 
 whenever necessary

• Requiring everyone in our buildings and in our vehicles to wear a face mask or face 
 shield. Physician-approved exceptions will be made for those with certain medical 
 conditions or physical limitations

• Using signs, shields, tape and barriers to control the flow of traffic and remind 
 everyone of their personal responsibility to keep themselves and others safe
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Facilities/HVAC
Toledo Public Schools secured an Indoor Environmental Quality
Assessment that follows the guidelines and recommendations 
provided by the Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation (BWC) and the 
Ohio Facilities Construction Commission (OFCC) and 
in conjunction with published standards by national authorities 
including the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
Ohio Department of Health and the American Society of Heating, Re-
frigeration, and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE).
 
Improving ventilation is a key engineering control that can be used as a 
part of a layered strategy to reduce the concentration of viral particles 
in indoor air and the risk of virus transmission to unvaccinated workers, 
teachers, and students. Adequate ventilation will help protect all 
people in a closed space.
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TPS Virtual Academy
Earlier this summer the new state budget bill, 
House Bill 110, was passed.  This bill allowed for the 
creation of virtual schools to be created by individual 
school districts.  Toledo Public Schools has taken 
advantage of this opportunity and is happy to 
announce the creation of this school for the 2021-
2022 school year.  The Virtual Academy is intended 
to support students who perform at a high level 
through a virtual curriculum.  
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Athletics
• Masks are to be worn by spectators and TPS 
personnel at indoor athletic events

• Masks are to be worn by athletes during
participation in indoor athletic practices/
games unless they are actively participating 
(i.e. on the floor during volleyball or
basketball)

• Masks are optional for all outside events for 
BOTH spectators and athletes

• Masks will be required for all athletes and 
coaches on the bus to and from athletic
contests

• Social distancing will still be encouraged for 
athletes on the bench/sideline
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Athletics
• It is highly recommended that student-athletes and coaches eligible for
 vaccinations be vaccinated

•  We will continue to practice proper sanitation of athletic equipment

• Toledo Public Schools is now offering online ticketing through Hometown 
 Ticketing for athletic events. Tickets can be purchased via the district’s 
 website - tps.org. This new option will eliminate congestion at the ticket 
 booths before a game.

• COVID protocols will be followed for any athlete or coach with symptoms or
 a positive COVID-19 test

• We will continue to work with the local health department for updates 
 and guidance
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Communications - Updates

TPS will continue to share updates with employees, families and the 
community through a number of ways:

Social Media – Facebook, Twitter and Instagram

District App

TPS.org

SchoolMessenger – mass notification system 

Traditional Media 

Come to Us for the Facts

Anytime you hear something about TPS that does not seem factual or true, 
please visit tps.org or one of the district’s social media pages. If you have 
additional questions, please email us at questions@tps.org
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TPS.org


